
 

 

 

 

 

 

June 99 Mini-Memo 
 

Date: July 4, 1999 

To: Odyssey 2000® Registered Riders 

From: Tim Kneeland & Associates, Inc. 

Re: Odyssey updated 

Odyssey update 
Karen-Ann and I are pretty much spending most of our time traveling in the air and on 
the ground finalizing the day to day logistics for Odyssey 2000®. When we return to 
Seattle for a few days between each trip, we focus on the overall logistics such as 
transportation, showers, staffing, bikes, etc. 
 
Since Brit-Simone and I are currently finalizing the route and overnight locations 
from Washington DC to Quebec, we are sending this “Mini-Memo” to announce the bike 
selection and to ask for your basic fitting information.  

Detailed Memo later this month 
In July, we will send out a more complete “June Memo” with the results of our recent 
travels and mailings. Sorry for the delay, but our time is absorbed in logistics. 

Bike Company 
After carefully reviewing five separate proposals for “Odyssey Bikes”, we have 
selected a well respected Seattle based international corporation, Raleigh USA 
Bicycle Company. We are excited to be working with Raleigh and are confident we will 
be able to keep everyone up, running and comfortable during our epic journey around 
the world. This decision was not easy, since some manufacturers put quite a bit of time 
and thought into their offers.  

Opinions & bike selection criteria 
We also recognize that many Odyssey riders have some pretty strong opinions on what 
they believe the Odyssey bike should be. The following are TK&A’s considerations for 
making the selection: 
 

1. The Odyssey bike is for reliable transportation, not flash or “expensive 
braggin’ rights.  

2. Ease of repair, regardless of where we are in the world. TK&A has no desire to 
exhaust its mechanical team and other Odyssey staff keeping the bikes running 
for a year. 

3. Making sure we can offer a proper fit. 

4. The bike must carry a solid warranty. 



5. Access to spare parts and ease of getting the basics such as tires and tubes. 
6. Cost of the entire bike program. 

7. Responsiveness and support from the manufacturer. 

The basic bike 
Raleigh has taken the frame best suited for our long distance touring needs and has 
built a component group to our specifications. The bike will be aluminum, have 27 
speeds, STI Shifters for those desiring drop bars, a choice of straight bars with bar 
end shifters, two water bottle cages, a rear rack, 700 X 30cm or 32cm tires and rugged 
wheels. It will come without pedals and a seat, but does include a suspension seat 
post. 
 
We are working on the basics of getting the bikes shipped to a dealer fairly close to 
your home. We are anticipating delivery about October 15. Raleigh is more concerned 
about getting the parts from others in time so they are being pretty conservative on 
the delivery date. 
 
Unfortunately, the bike can’t be called “Odyssey” because of specific copyright 
issues, so we are working on a decal to identify it in some way as the “official Bike of 
Odyssey 2000®”. 

We need this info 
Use the enclosed form to supply TK&A with the following information: 

1. Torso measurement. Please use a tape measure to get the distance from your 
crotch to the top of the clavicle (base of neck). 

2.  Arm lengths. Top of shoulder to base of thumb. 

3. Basic inseam. With shoes on, floor to crotch. 
 
If you have doubts about these measurements, go to your favorite bike shop (or tailor) 
and ask for their help. Please remember that opinions are like noses, everyone has at 
least one. 
 
NOTE: TK&A’s office must receive this info by July 21 via fax, email or letter. We will 
not accept this info over the phone. Thanks! 
 
ALSO: If we don’t receive this info from you by July 21, you will likely incur special 
handling and shipping fees. 

Donʼt contact Raleigh 
Please don’t contact your local Raleigh dealer at this time. Let corporate 
headquarters have time to set the program up correctly, then we will communicate the 
pickup and final tweaking process.  
 
Even though we know most people never would, please don’t ask your local Raleigh 
dealer for free stuff. Owning a bike shop is a tough business. 
 
One last request, never contact Raleigh personally. Contact TK&A and we will give or 
get answers to your questions. 

Questions 
Give us a call at 1-800-433-0528 or (206) 322-4102, email at timtka@aol.com, send a 
letter or drop by for a visit. 


